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TO nXII.UOAn LEGI-sLVTIO- V

It Is announced hy managers of the prj-pos-

special session of the legislatuic in

Kansas that uc!i a railroad lilll will be
paFed as to reiluce transportation charges
25 per cent Itemaj- - lc interesting to in-

quire .i little into tljc- - probable results of
such a measuie, .mil in dolrg so we hae
Felocted for reference the ofTlcIal reports of

the Santa Fo road on thenssumptlon tint
it is a fair rcprc-.uit.ith- e of Kansas rall-ro.i- d

Interest", and th.it its percentages of
loss or profit will apply pretty accurately
to the v;hole. '

The Santa Fe has mot yet compiled "Is

reports for tin- - jear ending June 20. 1K9S.

and we ate compelled to deal with the fig-

ure's of 1K7, but as that was one of the
most prosperous jcars in the whole history
of the roid. it cannot be charged that a
period Is used which makes a "bad railroad
showing. First, we present a. little table
showing the earnings and expenses of this
road on all business beginning and end-

ing in Kansns, on the proportion passing
through Kansas from one state to another,
and on the proportion originating in Kan-fa- s

and pissing out, or originating else-

where and pasting In in short all the busi-
ness that by any stretch couW be consid-

ered in connection with the Kansas traffic:
Gross earning; for 1&37 $8 2hC 313 IS
Operating expenses nd taxes. fe.GO',731 33

Net earnings J1.B13.1S1 77

Now In reducing transportation charges
25 per cent, one-four- must be taken awav
from tho gross receipts, and this calcula-
tion haIng been made It will be discovered
that the gross receipts have been redu-e- d

to I5.213.1MS7, or S33S.5IG51 less than taxes
and operating expenses. If the proposed
Kansas bill had been In force In 1SS7. on this
division of Santa Fe tramc the owner"
of the road, inste id of receiving a fair re-

turn for their crpital invested, would hae
been compelled to go down into their pock-
ets for something more than one-thir- d of a
million in order to keep their road open and
the wheels moving. , '

Rut the injustice of the proposed reduc-
tion does not aprearln all its enormity un-

til it is considered in connection with the
buslnos actually transacted in Kansas, the
only proportion of the traffic over which
the legislature can have any rightful con'
trol. Hero is a table setting forth the
condition of this traffic In the jear given:
TaFperprr earning 977.9;5 U
Freight earnings m
Mall, expreca and rnisrellaneons .. 773.SU 19

Cross earning in Kansas . .. .. Jl 033 119 79
Operating cviicnses . :.sss 7:: is
Tales . . .. C31 H0 14

Total J3 510 633 33

Net (S3.167 4S

By applying the proposed 2T per cent re-

duction to this Kansas business it will be
discovered that the gros earnings havcv
been reduced to J3 MO OZ.ZI. or $.)23.312.rj1 less
than the taxes and operating expenses.
Therefore, if the Populist bill had been in
effect in ltflT, and the Sinta I'e had had no
earning capacity outside of Kansas. t.he
owners of the road would have been out cf
pocket more th in one-ha- lf million1 dollars.
These figures are not strictlj acurate, be-

cause tli" proposed reduction could scarcely
oppl to mall and express, but even allow-
ing the full earning capacitv for these will
not material! alter the amount of losse.s.

In deiling with what a legislature cr
other ruling power had a right to take into
consideration in determining the reasona-
bleness of a rnllronil rate the supreme court
of the United States. In the Nebraska case,
decided as follows:

"A state ernctment. or regulations nude
under the artliontj of a state cnactmsnt.
establishing rates fo- - the transportation cf
persons or pmperty b rallroid that .vlll
not admit of the carrier earning such com-
pensation ..s, under all the circumstances.
is jivst to it and to the public, would ve

such carrie- - or Its propertj without
due process of Isw. and deny to it the cqu ll
prottition of tVj laws, and would, tin

be repugmnt to the fourteenth
amendment of the constitution of the Unit-
ed Mates. f vve do not misapprehend
counsel, th' ir aigununt loads to tho con-
clusion that the slate of Nebraska could
Icgallv require local freight busjness to be
conducted even at an actual loss if th
compnnv earned on its interstate business
ei uugh to give ll just compens-iiin- In re-
spect of Its entire line and all its buslnes-s-,

I.i'erstate and dome-ti- c M c can not con-
cur In this view In our judgment, it must
be held that 'he reasonablcnens or unreas-
on iblcncss of t ites prescribed by a tate
for the transportation of persons and prop-
ertj wliollv within its limits must be deter-
mined without reference to the Interstate
business done bj the carrier, or to the
piotlts derived from it. The can not
justifj unrcnsonablj low raie for domes-
tic transportation, considered alone, upin
the ground that the carrier is earning large
profits on us interstate business, owr
which, so ftr as rates arc ronccrned, the
state has ru control."

This brings u face to face with the Kan- -
is situation, and gives us Insight to the

foolish thing which the Populist legisla-
ture is about So do It is denied the power
to Jix rates so low that the local traffic will
afford no profit. It has abundance of evi-
dence before It to show that the present
rates do not permit the earning of a fair
rate or interest for railroad capital invest-
ed, and jet it proposes to cut these, rates
23 per cent, and make It Impossible for
the roads to earn even operating expenses.
We must assume that the engineers of this
measure have ordinary intelligence, and
that thej must be well aware that their
proposed bill can not stand the test or Ted-cr- al

law. Thcv arc pushing their bill solely
for the sake of political buncombe, know- -

ng full well that it is illegal and uncon-
ditional, and for this rort of den.agegv

the state of Kansas must roundlv pav.
There Is no need to p'ead for the rail-

roads They are "in no danger, for ihev
have rights under the constitution which
can not be trampled .under foot But for
the people ot Karsas rSaerc should be much
pleading and more commiseration There
can be but one result ott the proposed Pop-ul'- st

railroad legislation, and that is to
plunge the people and the companies l.ito
expensive jtrLte and litigation

run closing or a guevt i i:rt.
Fro-- n a buslrcss tnndpo'nt. not to -- penk

if nan other Important and interesting
rots derations, the vear co'n--i g to a cloe
is oi.o o: the nm-- t important In the hlstorv
of the nation The following is from last
vveek''s report of the 'Dim Mercantile

' "
agencj

December Is addirg a surpr's'i.g close to
the most surprising venr of Amer'can his-

tory. November suipn-i- i nil other months
of tho eenturj in volume of bi.sii.ess nnd
production, and. thus far. December Is do-

ing even Ijetter m pavments through cleir-in- g

houses, in railrond earnings. In foreign
tride and in the. activity and strergth of
securities "

It is gratifjlng to know that the volume
of business which set :n soon aftei the be-

ginning of the McKinley administration has
been cctfraulativ e. and that at the close of
the j ear lsls the percentage of increase is
larger than iver before. Tho jear has wit-

nessed icmarkablp prosperity in all lines of
trade. It has witnessed extraordin iry ex-

ports, and ior the first time in American
hi-t- oi the exjKirts of manufacturers have
exceeded the imports of the same class.
There have been big balances In lav or of
the United States at the end of each month,
ard the gold that was paid out during the
long penod of depression has been steadily
flowing back Into the coffeis of the Ameri-
can people.

All this, too. In spite of the prosecution
of a war and the presentation of unusual
Interests calcul ited to divert attention from
.business. The general activity and contin-
uous progress of the business world during
the jear just closing is one of the Ftrongcst
possible indications of the commercl il se-

curity of the United States. The spirit of
enterprise has been strengthened in everj-par- t

of the Union, notably in the South,
which is unmlstakablv in favor of expan-
sion and what It will bring to the Southern
states in particular.

I.vIlOlt AMI socivi.isvi.
It is gratifjlng to note that so vigorous

and inllucnti.il a labor leader as Samuel
Gompers Is unqualifiedly opposed to social-Is-

and that the great organisation over
which he presides has seconded him bj

n overwhelming vote in convention. The
socialistic idea which is making some head-w-

among the industrial masses of this
countrj- - is antagonistic to the principles on
which the American government is founded.
This country, of all the countries in the
world, is a land of individual opportunities
It is the countrj-- where the citizen, no
matter how humble his origin or condition,
is privileged to- work to the top lie may
choose his calling In life, and if he have
energj, perseverance and native ability he
can attain the highest success.

Mr. Gomper-- s nghllj sajs that socialism
Is the enemj of labor organization. And
not onlj-- of labor organization, but ot the
highest and best forms of labor Itself. Take
from the workman the stimulus of Individ-
ual achievement and prosperitj and jou
destroy his ambition for excellence in work-
manship. The American workingmen as a
class are not in favor of .socialism, and
never will be. The attempt of theorists
and agitators to foist it upon them will In-

evitably fall. The Kansas Populists went
Into the campaign this jear on a partiallj-sociallsti- c

platform, and were overwhclm-lnglj- -
defeated. The people of this country

have an abiding faith in the strength and
wholesomencss of Americanism, and Amer-
icanism and socialism, like oil and water,
will never mix

nniTortiti. mjths.
Mr. Vest Is gradual! j working up to the

point where he will flash the constitution
on George Dewej.

It is estimated that M"i.CO0,00O will be spent
for holidaj- - tojs this jear, not counting
Colonel Brjan's new-- hobbj-- .

Evidences are abundant that the holiday
shoppers are this "jear giving the store
clerks a touch of high life.

Perhaps Senor Itlos might nccept as a
souvenir the pen with which Carl Schurz
writes his editorials.

In the meantime let us hope that Senator
Jumper, of Kansas, has been taking some-
thing for that deceptive jaggish look.

Governor I.ecdj- - seems determined that
the Kansas people .shall have no occasion
to regret that thej- - failed to ct him.

Tor a patriot who Is taking his last
whack at country saving, the Hon William
Voluminous Allen is keeping remarkably
quiet.

The holldav advertising will soon drop
out. and the magazines will then be able
to devote some of their space to war
stories.

Mr. Gompers has a level head on a good
manj- - subjects, and his judgment Is not a
bit faultv in regard to the undcslrableness
of socialism.

If it Is In order, we would respectfullv-sng- g

st to the Kansas Citj police that this
town Is Infested with footpads, burglars
and sneak thieves.

Perhaps the Hon. Hilly Mason Is waiting
to see bow the hotel clerks are going to
line up on the question of expansion before
committing hlmseir.

The constitution mav be a great Instru-
ment, but Mr l)e Armond would have more
regard for it If the framer.s had thought
to load It for czars.

It Is believed that if propcrlv approached
Colonel Brjan could be Induced to waive
his perronal wishes and suhmit to a few
news-pipe- Interviews.

Mr. Vest has earned the distinction of
having made more frothj speeches on the
wrong side or public questions than anj
other man or his time.

If the president doesn't stop his chatter
about the country's rosj- - future that Bos-to- r,

"antl" league maj have to call a mest-In- g

and give him a vote of no confidence.

The Spartan character of Hon. Arkansas
Jones Is shown In the fact tint he at-
tends steadily to his senatorial duties, not-
withstanding that haunting menaced feel-
ing.

President McKInley declares that all is
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well with tho countrj-- and that the future
Is bright and Inviting, and those Southern-
ers actuallj" seem to believe him. Mr. Vest
must be deeplj disgusted.

Still, the work of fraternizing has rot
gone sb far that the Confederate ling Is

public gitfccrlngs in the North,
or the me-nio- n of Jeff Davis' nan.e received
with voc!.ero,js applause.

OTES AD. NOTIONS.

Tppcka Is beginning to tear its v.tals
over the quest'en of an inauguial ball. Mr.
I.eedj U l.ot much pf a -- Kipper, ard there-
fore jie'ded Rraccfully to the aJerrands .f
some of h s "people that t';e' ''revelrj bv
r'ght be siut out trom tae le's'at.ve
tempte of Knt-su- Mi. Stanlcv, with the
sr,eat Methodist chuic'i ben ml Im, end
nil around Wtr for that matter, cocs not
smi'e on the mstitjit.on verv waimlv. rinal-I- j

those interested arpealed lo Tom l.

as a d's.nteivsted c tizen. to speak
out th? rplaion of the tolling mas-e- Alter
some per-on- at reml't-sccnce- s which are not
without animus the oracle speiks as fol-

lows- 'e do not give a continental
wrethei there is an Inaugural ball o- - not. '
The onlj-- consolation we can offer Major
Shi lev e is that he can corn" down to Kan-
sas Citj and have an inauguial bill anj-tim-

e

he likes.
The Federation of Tree Churches ot Eng-

land, which Includes all the.' evangelical
bodies of the realm except the established
church, has a committee at work prepir-in- g

a new catechism, which, if accepted,
will bo published with the approval of ill
tl.c denominations lepresented in both
England and America, with the recom-
mendation and hope that it will be adopted
in all the churches. '1 his will be the first
attempt to bring, about uniformity of in-

struction for jouth bj this means sinco
the Itctormalion It naturally gives rise
to the question: How manj of those who
read of it were themselves brought up on
u catechism, cr have seen a catechism? It
strikes us that the catechism has been go-

ing out of use.

Professor Schwab, of Yale, Ins gathered
statistics ot the occupation of T.rrOJ grad-
uates of that institution. A bundled jears
ago nejilj 40 per cent of the graduites;
went into the mlnistij. Now only
about 7 per cent become ministers.
Hut it would be a vcrj- - superficial concl

from these figures to declare that the
Interest in the ministrj- - is tailing off. The
fact is, rather, th it now n larger numuer
of persons who are prep iring for all other
walks in life go to college. Tor instance,
31 per cent of the ions of Yale now go into
business. The fact is, these figures war-

rant no inference at all as to the mini-

strj-.

The Open and institutional Church has
p.'s-so- its fifth annual convention. Per-
haps jou all know what it is. It is a con-

vention of churches which believe in the
dutj- - and neecs.sitj of making churches,
buildings as well as organizations, useful
more than one daj in the week, and in c.ir-rji-

on all the helpful work possible. It
is a bodj-- of people who are coming to
look at the church as an Institution in and
through which to do good, rather thin one
from which to get good prlmarllv-- . In con-

vention thej- - talk about the wajs and
means of revitalizing tho Christian church.
This time they spent considerable time dis-

cussing the federation ot American
churches. AH of which is verj good.

Those tender souls wlwhavc been grieved
by the innovations of the revised version
of the Blblo. as though the much-tinkere- d

English of the authorized ver-
sion were Itself literally inspired: what
will they saj to the irreverent undertaking
of Professor Stevens, of Yale, who has just
published "Tho Epistles of Paul in Modern
English"? For our own part, we regard
It as a v erj-- sensible notion. What Is tho
use of letting pious souls break their heads
over the unintelligible phrases of Paul's
epistle to the Galatians? To illustrate, in-

stead of "Whatsoever is not of faith Is
sin," Mr. Stevens reads: "One sins against
his own moral nature when he does what
his conscience Is not clear In approving."
Anjbouy can understand that.

Rev. "Mr. Scudder, of Jersey City, who
has had much free advertising as a minis-
ter who was teaching dancing In his
church, explains things in a recent number
or the Outlook. His church Is one thing,
and much like other churches. Hut his
people have built also a "Tabernacle" in
the midst of the toughest part of the citj-- .

The Tabernacle is an "institutional church,"
and, as ucli. one of Its institutions is "The
People's Palace," w here the dancing classes
are conducted Mr. Scudder explains that
the "Palace Is a secular institution, op-

erated under religious auspices. Its object
Is to offer to the people of the neighbor-

hood wholesome amusements under ra-

tional and moral conditions." This we take
to be a sincerelj-- religious work. We won-

der vvhj- - Mr. Scudder thinks it necessarj' to
sav so explicitlv that the "Palace" Is not
on consecrated ground. If he Isn't careful
he mav find that the ground Is consecrated
in spite or him.

Some people m ij not have noticed a brief
Item some weeks since to the effect that
Mr. Stanlej' and the other newlj elected
state nnd congressional officers of Kansas
were going on a little pleasure trip to
Port Arthur in company with a select num-
ber of private citizens of Kansas and Mis-

souri, among whom were the representa-
tives of some great brewing establishments.
The excursion wa.s a pleasant affair, and
those who participated doubtless were Im-

pressed with the need for a great harbor
on the Gulf. But did jou notice that Mr.
Ptanlev was not one ot the companj'' Now
we all know that Mr Stanlej Is verv much
occupied just at precent, trjlng to satisfj-th- e

claims of the patriots who saved Kan-
sas, but are willing to slaughtei her If
thej' do not get their pie. But do jou
suppose that was the reason w hy Mr. Stan-
lej did not go on the excursion? Per-
haps

Dr Bliraer. of Utica. X. Y., has been
doing some missionary work against the
defacement of his part of the countrj-- bj'
displaj' advertisements Bj personal solic-

itation he has secured the removal of all
such nuisances between his summer home
and the city. He found in most cases that
the signs had been put up without the
corsent of the owner of the propertj- - on
which thev stood, and met, therefore, lit-

tle opposition In having them removed.
Even where there was anj- - consideration
paid it was vcrj- - small What Dr. Blumer
has done others can do In this connection
it is worth noting that the New York
Central railroad has steadilj-- refused to
permit the erection of signs on Its right of
waj. although considerable sums have been
offered for the privilege. Tally one for
the soulless corporation!

K.NSiS TOPICS.

Jim Orr Is slapping away at the buzzing
majoraltj- - bees just like a man lighting
moequitoes.

e

Mr. Witchorogofske, of Emporia, has
tried the onlj thing likely to make him
happy with it bj t iking a bride.

--A. Sallna piper sajs that "what shall we
do for leo next season?" is the burning
question jut now.

Let us tilist that it was not the quilltj
of the clii.mpagnepiinchserved.it the Port
Scott banquet which made tho municip il
association icsolve that piohibition was a
pretty good thing

Bv the wav, how manj of the majors and
councilmcn at that banquet later explained
to their wives that 'St. Julienne,"

ard ' Laubenheimci ' on the
bill of fare lepresented new wajs of eook
ing peas?

Tne Globe demands that Atchison be ad
mired for "not having a single citizen whe,
bujs tickets to Wichita " Which is uncom-mor.- h

nne testimony to the transporta-
tion llberalltj of I! the Waggener.

r
Miss Mai v el Ipener Is tho name of a

Lawrence joung worn m who owns and
luns a baiber shop with three chairs.
Thirtj j cars ao Lawrence had a woman
barber and her rough shaves haunt the
city still.

At Olathe the wedding guests and
preacher had gathered to solemnize the
marri ige of Samuel Pratt to hi" sweet-
heart. When the couple were bidden to
stand up and join hands the bride, balked,
declaring that she had just received a mes-

sage from her dead mother advising her
not to manj-- . The gioom declared that ho
did not believe in spirit "hunches," but the
bndo was not to be moved and the wedding
failed.

II. C. Ericsson, of Eskrldge, belongs to
one of the regiments recentlj-- sent to Porto
IJico, and he writes or the vojage as fol-

lows: "Just as the trumpeter was blow-

ing the mess call at noon the ship struck
a reef of rocks which ncarlj' turned tho
ship over, just then she struck one on the
ether si,ic which caused her to straighten
up. It was nearly two hours before tho
ship was got into deep water again. The
vessel was examined, and It was found
that she had onlj received two large dents
m her bow, but did not take water. The
ship's captain said to our commanding off-

icer that the men were a set of fools or
else tho nerviest men he ever siw, for wo
were all laughing and joking over the in-

cident."

J. A. Curtis, of Crawford county, is a
seaman on bo jrd the battleship Oregon,
In a letter to his folks from Bio Janeiro
he gives some idea of the ceremonies and
sports indulged In on warships when thej
reach a friendlj harbor. As follows:

"We arrived at Rio 11th Inst, nnd sa-

luted the nation as we should b discharg-
ing twentv-on- e guns. Thej" an-

swered, and immediately we saluted the
English admiral, his flagship being an-

chored in the baj-- close bv, and thej' an-

swered. The American minister came
aboard, and upon his departure we saluted
him, and the Brazilian flagship made a
mistake and saluted him also, but mistakes
will occur.

"The next day the visiting of officers be-

came monotonous, scarcclj an hour went
bj-- but some gogue, pedagogue or dema-
gogue, must bcSfilutcd, and at 12.30 p m.
the presiJent camo out in his private jacht
and everjbodj saluted. The sound and re-

sound came over tho morbid waters of the
Rio baj-- until It seemed as though another
battle was on.

"The people of RIo are great sports, and
so the revelles must be kept up. Two
or three days of the week are holidaj3.
just whatever the people see fit to keep.
On the 15th Inst, was their independence
daj-- , and, of course, we were in it. All of
the ships in the bay (warships) turned in
signal flags, hoisting a Brazilian flag to
the uttermo-- t mast. The nation was sa-

luted everj- - morning and evening bj every
vessel of water tjpe In the baj-- .

"After dark Chinese lanterns decorated
the ships most fastidiously, but the Cala-tarl- a,

Italian flagship, took the prize
awarded by the committee on decorations.
Our ship's companj- - gave a show on the
forecastle of the Oregon, which was well
patronized bj-- English brother officers and
men The Invitations were cordiallj- - ex-

tended to the Germans, but thej' excused
themselves, thinking we could not get up
r.nj thing worthj of their free notice, so
the rumors were quickly spread that Ger-ma- nj

and America would soon be fight-
ing.

' On the next daj the officers and Amer-
ican minister gave a ball on the quarter-
deck of the Oregon. The forecastle had a
chance just the daj before, and now the
quarterdeck must come in for her share.
A sweet sounding orchestra was formed
from the genial talent oT the big vessel;
the ship was elaboratelj- - trimmed with
magnolia, cocoanut, pineapple and orange
leaves and limbs, while the gracorul
darkles whlled the afternoon awav--. This
affair began at 12.30 p m. and G 30 p. m.
Oh, how sweet the orchestra appealed to
the merrj makers as the minutes "apldlj-fled- !

' The serorltas came o'er from RIo, as
well as a few of the sporting bloods, and
all enjojed themselves."

The Topckn Mall and Breeze has made
itself the medium of letters to Santa Claus
from bojs and girls all over Kansas and
the result Is several columns of the most
charming reading Imaginable. Here Is one
from Ewart Rice, a 7- -j ear-ol- d boj In Chev-enn- e

countv, whose objections to the fa-

vors bestowed In the past would seem to
be verv well taken:

"Deir Santa Claus; T was 7 jears old

last Januarv. I have twin sisters 5 vears
old, and the twin brothers jou sent me
two jears ago. Don't send us anv more
babies, please. Send me a gun that will
kill rabbits and wolTs, and a horn and a
knile. Send the bovs a ball Send the
girls a doll and a doll bupgv, and I'd like
a lots more things."

And here is one rrom Gporge Maxwell,
a boj- - of Rush countj--, whose re-

gret that he has no little brother to fight
with must be offset bj his joy in the
knowledge that his mother has made a
good man out of a monstrouslj- - wicked
father:

"Mr. Santa Claus. Dear Sir: I am a boj-1- 0

jears old and have no sister to kiss nor
brother to plaj- - or fight with. M papa w is
a bad Democrat when he married ma. but
she got him turned, and now he is an awfal
Republican. We take lots of papers and
the best. Mr. McNeil Is a mightv- - funny

"m tn

Captain John K. Rankin, of Lawrence, is
now in the government service and sta-
tioned on tho Pacific toast, and here is the

letter written to S inta bj-- his little daugh-
ter In Kansas:

"How are jou, old Santa Claus? Have
von thought about my Christmas present
jet? If jou have not. please send me this
one. which is my papa, lie has been amy
eighteen months. It Is a long time and I

want to see him verj- - much It would not
be out of the waj- - to drop in .it Klamath
agenej", Oregon, and bring him home to me.
would it? He Is a small man and would not
lake up much room In jour sleigh and does
not mind the cold, either. Did jou know, old
Santa, that mj papa Is the best papa In
the state of K.U'as? I don't need a i'oII,
tor the one that jou brought me list
Christmas is as good as new, and i cm
do without a Ercat manj things It I onlj
have niv- - dear papa."

And here Is one from Thurza Bailej-- , a lit-

tle girl of Westmoreland, which contains
' the most original idea that has been pro- -

mulgated bj-- childhood since the dajs when
Santa was a pagan mjth the ide i that the
old fellow must have a sjn Who will be

j wanting a wife hy and bj for which place
j Miss Biilej offeis herselt as a candidate

"Dear Santa Clau--s: When jou come to
Westmoreland, Kas., please stop at the
smallest white house on State street and
give me a nice little watch, like mj mam-

ma's, and a bluc-eje-d doll for Sister Kttie,
and a sled for Brother John. 1 will be
eight jears old next June, and am in tin
third grade of our school. Mj mamma
teaches a .school nine miles west of here,
and papa teaches four miles southeast, lie
walks forth and back every daj, and he,
Ettio and I keep house. Mamma comes
home on Tridajs. Now. dear old Sinta, if
jou h'ave a little boj- - who will be the Santa
Claus when jou die, please tell him ot me,
and that I'd like to be his wife, so I could
go with him and help him give nice pres-

ents to the good boj 3 and girls. For fear
jou will not know me I'll send jou mj- - pic-

ture and jou can show it to jour little
boj-.- "

Master Joseph Vernorn, of Lamed, doesn't
want much just onlj-- all tho things l.e
can remember but what do jou supposo
put the spninx of Egj pt in his head un-

less it might hive been Ed Little's dogs
which barked for liftj- - centuries? Sajs
Master Joseph:

"Dear Santa Claus: It is a whole jear
since I wrote jou a letter. I don't hardlj-know--

whit to write jou. My sister joust
to write my letters for me, hut she is
married now and she has to write letters
for her bahj-- , s0 I will have to writes

by mjself. I would like to see jou,
Santa Claus. I liopo some day that I will.
A gold ring, a watch, the sphinx of Egj-pt- ,

an air gun, a train of cars, a boomerang, a
tea kettle, a book, a drum, a tin pan; a
rubberneck box, a jumping jack, rooster
whistle, colored pencils, a bird that sings,
a bow and arrow, pearl handled knife, great
big elephant, an electric car, a stocking o
candj-- . I hope jou will bring me all these
things for Christmas "

However, when it comes to wanting the
earth, and the fullness thereof. Master
Joseph hasn't much the start of Miss May
Revcd. of Topeka, w ho lists her demands as
follows: I am a good little girl, and I want
jou to bring mo lots of prettj-- presents. I
want jou to bring me a blcjcle and ponj--, a
brown pair of gloves, and a new silk para-
sol trimmed w Ith w hlte lace, a picture book,
some games and some nice, little tojs that
I can plaj in the house with. A littlo c'oll
hat, a table cloth for my little table, and a
little gold watch that will run and keep
time. Please don't forget now. I live at
1133 Harrison street. I shall hang my
stocking up at the foot of the bed. Now,
Santa. I hope jou are well, and I want
jou to bring me all the things I asked jou
for.

If we are to believe that Fannie Cooper,
of Fort Scott, vvroto the letter to vvnich
her name Is signed, wo must picture her as
a precise little miss who sajs "prunes and
prisms" cverj- - morning when she first gets
out of bed in order to get her mouth shaped
right. Here Is her epistle:

"Dear Santa Claus: A little girl would
like to express manj- - thanks for past fa-

vors with the hope that sho may be re-

membered this coming Christmas. Kind,
noble soul, manj a sleepless night have I
passed awaiting jour jojous coming, and
manj- - a heartfelt pr.ajer has been offered
in behalf for jour precious care. Dear
Santa Claus, maj-- jour Image alvvajs re-

main to little bojs and girls as sacred as
it does in the heart of the one who signs
this "

e I'orm of Tax Dodger.
Trom the Atlanta Constitution.

A new form of tax dodging has been dis-
covered in the home of that profession-Ne- w-

York city.
Under the United States revenue stamp

law the fee bill is based upon valuation
in the transfer of propertj-- , real nnd per-
sonal. For a week or two after that law-we-

Into force, the newspapers were filled
with stories of large sums paid in stamp
tax upon the transfers of valuable piecs
of propertj. To hear of $239 and J"" worth
of stamps being used upon property trans-
ferred became quite common, but it must
not be supposed that these opportunities
tor thrift coaped the eve of the warj-mone-

j-

maker. For the last few weeks the
authorities In New York have noticed that
there were a great manj- - transfers for
propertv for the sum or $1, and natural
love and affection and so on.

Colonel Williams, collector of New York,
has discov ered a number of thes transfers
ard charges the parties thereto with frauds
against the federal government, and he is
about to appeal to the courts to reach the
supposed criminals. Tho state officers de-

clare ti.at it is not their dutv to examine
the question as to whether the propertj-i- s

reallj- - sold for the consideration named
or not, and In this it must be said that
they are on the safe side. Vv hile the inten-
tion to defraud the general government Is
plain, jet it is difTi-u- lt to see how the au-
thorities can g behind the documentarj-e- v

Idence
All of this onlj-- goes to show tint to con-

vert the tax dodger we mu.st reach his
conscience as well as his propertv, thit
as long as his conscience is erooked he can
devise wavs and means to ster clear of the
man with th" fee bill.

'Plie Living United Now the Dcnd!
From tue Atlanta Constitution (Dem I.

One of the most remarkable declarations
ever made bv the chief executive of n

was that which fell Trom the lips
of President McKinlej before the Georgia
legislature jeterdaj", when. In view- - of the
rraternltj and the harmonj existing be-

tween the living, who stood race lo race
thirtj--fiv- e jears ago, he called for an ex-

tension of that same spirit and considera-
tion for the dead ConTederates, as well as
Federals.

It ! needless to saj that, as the president
spoke with measured accent and Impressive
mien, his words went straight to the hearts
of his hearers, as proven bv-- the tremen-
dous outburst of applause which greeted
them, and that the glimpse of restored
union and fraternitj- - which we caught
through the smoke of El Canej- - as

General Wheeler led the men
In blue had become a realltj-- for all time.
Not only were the men living, who had

marched In serried ranks from battlefield
to battlefield, brought together and made
to feel an brothers and as Americans but
the sfient hosts of those gone could be
imagined moving around In the mjaterlous
iir breathing benedb tion upon this achieve-
ment of brotherhood and restored fellcitj.

The Idea or the president is most Mic-lloii- ",

and most f licitous because it comes
from him A federal soldier, who fought
ior the Union through the lon,r four jears
or strife, whose campaigning Ifd him up
to the jawning Intrenehmi nts of the verj'
citj in which he speaks, he had a right to
speak for the men upon whose fhoulders
rests the victory or that occasion As i Re-
publican, and a man of Northern birth, rep-
resenting the dominant partj. as it came
out ot the war, he is qualified to spe-- ik
for the men who answered the call of
Abraham Lincoln and for those Americans
who saw their dutj- - from another side than
that which was presented to us. As presl-dd- it

of the United States, one who had
camped upon tented field, placed in office
bv tin Republican pirtv through votes cast
almost solldlj for him in the Northt rn
stues. It was the height of patriotism for
him to set aside as emergenej dictated.

verv feeling of partisanship, or rivalrj. or
or personal antagonism, and to sicak to
Americans wheth.r their fate he east up-
on tho Gre.tt lakes within sound of Pa-
cific shores or along the coast of the South
Atlantic'

All honor, then, must be accorded a c!iltmagistrate who, so circumstanced as. Mr
McKinlej. jit has not onlj been broad
enough and bold enough to open out hisarms to receive the living, but who would
spread his kindness and benediction upon
the giavcs of the gallant men who fought
for their principles, no matter under what
flag thej marched!

Merely "Ilcntl.ii; the Alr.'
Kro-- the Philadelphia P.eco-- rl (Dem )

Those opponents of the policy of expan-
sion who, like Senator Vest, for instance,
attack the same as Illegal and unconstitu-
tional, are simplj beating the-- air. The
legal right of the United States, in theirtapacltj as a sovereign power, to acquireterrltorj cannot be questioned, and thej-hav- e

exercised this right time and timeagain. The right to acquire and eerie ter-
ritory is an indispensable attribute of sov-
ereign-, and resides in the treaty making
and supreme legislative power ot this gov-
ernment.

The Gre-nte-- "Wheeler.
From the Neu Vork Tres.

Here Is the supremo test of modern fame
and popularitj : Scorchers turn out for
General Joe A heeler when they meet hira
on his bit: cle.

The SoiiI'n Grcntnens.
George 11. Hcpuorth. in Nen. "iork HeralJ.

Anil the Lord God breathed into his nr&trils thatreath of Hie, and man became a Hiring soul
Genesis, li 7.

What a startling statement! And tho
longer u think of it the more it startles
jcu.

Man. then, is a twofold being dust and
God! In good time the dust will go back
to the place rrom whence it was taken, to
be used again as a component part of tree
or flower or animal. We need it onlj-- for a
few jears, and when It has served our pur-
pose we sigh farewell, for its companion-
ship haa been verj- - pleasant, and so our
knowiedgo of it ends.

Rut tho "living soul," what of that? It
does not return to Him whose breath It
was, but preserves its identitj-- . Is Inde-
structible, and, as a personal being, enters
another sphere of actlvitj-- , there to bi
developed by circumstances more favor-
able than anj-- which earth can afford.

The dust can accomplish its entire mis-
sion here, and vvhj. therefore, should it
continue to be a part of us? Rut the soul
never wakes up to a perfect knowledge
of itself until it is roused from the sleep
of death. Then only does it thrill with
the consciousness of real life. Its bondage
to the flesh Is broken. It becomes tree, it
loses the sense of limitation, it recognizes
Its dignltj- - as a part ot the plan of God.
It feels within itselt the throbbing of this
breath of the Creator, it appreciates Its
kinship to Him, and it trembles with
boundless joy at the thought that It is
Immortal.

How curious that a man who lived sev-
eral thousand jears ago and who repre-
sented a people should have
uttered such words as these! Where did he
get the truth he spoke? Yes. thej- - are the
truth as we In this modern age understand
it. All our sjstems of religion are based
on It, and when we meditate on the gran-
deur of the soul and its endless destinj- - the
words of the text repeat themselves In our
ears. They are crudely and rudely sjmboll-c- al

and jet thej- - have rung through the
apes like a chime of bells. We do not ac-
cept the seer's storj' of man's creation as
literally true, but vve are amazed that he
should have so emphasized the difference
between body and soul at a time when the
world was in its swaddling clothes.

We retain his Idea, but clothe It in more
philosophic language. We declare that
God's life pervades the universe, that alt
life comes from Him and is a part of Him.
Man's soul Is therefore the God In man.
Since no i art of God can die, the soul mut
needs live forever. The infinite and the
finite belong to each other, just as the
water In a pool came from the water In
the ocean. The mother's love is simply
God's lovo fitted to the limitations of a
heme, and all the attributes of man are
God's attributes in miniature, tho one be-
ing tho shadow- - of the other, or. better
still, tho echo of the other. You cannot
get away from God. and when, jou try to
do so jour conscience pricks jou ard bit-
ter remorse Is jour portion. Remo-s- e is
merelj- - a homesickness of the soul, the
soul remembering that it has wandered
and longing to get back.

What a marvelous idea of human life
follows from these facts' You have per-
haps wasted it under the honest impres-
sion that it matters littlo what becomes
ot it, or that, at any rate, it is jour own
and jou have a righ to do with it what
suits jour farcj. But no. jour lire is in
a large sense the propertj-- or God, and
jou are His appointed steward to guard,
care for and develop it. It will never re-
turn to God as two (limes, the little ard
the large, combine, tho little heirg lost
In the large, for God has given jou jour
life, just as a king would give a peasant
some treasure, never asking for it again.

And that lire of jours, that mjsterious.
wonderful life, a puzzle which no cienre
has jet truly guescd what use have jou
made of It, what are vou doing with It
now. and what shape will It take In the
dajs to come? Has It been depressed

doubts and fears, has it been frit-
tered awaj in follies or in pleasures which
have lasted no longer than a brilliant
soap bubble which bursts when its colors
are most ridiant" Or have jou molded
It into some heroic form, using jour cir-
cumstances as the sculptor uses his tools
to bring the statue out of the rough block
of marble?

God has done one thing which seems to
me s0 anfullv grand that the brain reels
while contemplating it. He has given jou
sole charge of jour own character. You
are master, and events are jour slaves.
He puts sweet and persuading influences
about jou. He sends, the whole unseen
world to direct jou with invisible hands,
but when jou face jour experience jou
alone mut decide whether it shall lift
jou to the stars or sink jou Into the mire.
Such responslbllltj ! How God must have
prized the soul He created when He made
it the arbiter of Its own fat!

And If He has given it such grandeur
and crowned it with immortalitv. cm we
do aught else than lead prlncelj lives, as
Jesusdld, conscious that we arc so large
that we should disdain all smallness and
throbbing with that divine ambition which
will be satisfied with nothing less than the
highest good and the noblest attainment?

That Is the religion of Christ, and it con-
sists of an appreciation of what jnu are,
and of jour destinj. and a determination,
with help from above, to produce such a
character out or the discords and smiles
or time that He will say at last, "Well
done, good and faithful servant"

Pit XT EIU
There Is an awful quiet In the air.

And the sad earth with moist, implorlnf eje.
Looks wide and wakefut at the pondering kr.Like slow suhsl ling to Despair.

Hut see fie blu- - sinok- - as a voiceless prajer.
Sole witness of a secret sacrince
Lnfold. Its tardy wreaths, and ranltlpllcl

Its oft tnameleon hreching la the rare.
fajac toil ether ro it tales awaj-- .

Anl naught la en beneath the pendent blue.The undlstlngul'i'labi- - waste cf day
So hare I dream-- d' on. njjy the dr-a-m be tree-T-hat

praying eoula are purged (rem mortal hue.And grow as pure as He ,0 bBm ,nry pv
Hartlej Colerlds.

imiu:sicK.
Here within Winter', .hue domain.

I am one who haa to plaee.
I or all the dlxere ways contain

?o fair familiar face.

My old time beta and blrdi.The little Ieares that love the aun.
With ttet- - eompanlonable wcrds.

Alas. I bear not on- -'

Not one and lo my achlsg; heart.
Ai through this spectral realm I roam.

Ccins the Inexorable .matt
The r cry far home.

O Summer hearker. I Implore.
lou ia the eye. lealgn and' mild.To our eyes once mere
Take back your homesick child'

. --Clinton ScoIIar.

Tin: iMiKucuiKKvr.
I'ay a'ter day I lmi. lni thJtr.Vnd wor- - fir the world with head and hands.Oh will It neier cease Its clatter

Hush, tush, ray Heart .in leratands.
LLILA R TEABODT.

OF tlltltKVT
A remarkable feature of the Hanscom

court-marti- now sitting at the Leagut
Island navj jard Is the striking resem-blance, as some clo--e observer ha.s noticed,of some of the members to other navy of-ficers, cspeel UIj to secra, ot the heroesof the late war with Spain CommanderRichard P. Learv. who was summonedfrom Boston, where he w- -s inspecting tor-pedo boat construction. looks very muchlike Admiral Dewej while Captain John J.Read, who L In command of the receiving-shi-

Richmond, at League Mand. can
be taken for Admiral Sehlej-- . Commo-

dore Howlson, commandant of the Boston
navj j ard. who is president of the court,
bears a verj close resemblance to Commo-
dore Cascj . the commandant of the League.
Island jard and Captain Jimes H. Sands,
the governor ot the Philadelphia Naval
home, is described as a "ringer" for Ad-
miral Sampsxin, except that his beard U
much whiter.

Tho modernizing of Switzerland still pro-
ceeds apace. The latest phase of the work
Is to be een at Lucerne, where the KapWi-bruck- e.

the splendid old wooden brldsaover the Reuss, is threatened with destruc-
tion. This quaint structure with Its gables,
frescoes and lanterns was huilt In 133").
the era or Lucerne's independence and the
birth of the Swiss confederation. The U)
pictures which decorate the roor are much
more modern, dating. Indeed, onlj-- rrom the
last eenturj. The edile- - of the citj-- . who
seem to have lost their fathers" love of art
and affection Tor hlstorj, declare that the
old weather-beate- n timbers are out of har-
monj- with the new hotels and their facades
of freestone and plate glass that have
sprung up of late along the shores of the
lake.

The fire commissioner there recently gave
out a census of the tall building" of Great-
er New York. He has obtained some start-
ling figures as to the height of the modern
skj scrapers. He finds that there are five
buildings more than Cf feet high, namelv :
Ivlns" Sjndicate building. Park row, 309

feet: St. Paul building. Broadwaj- - and Ann
street, COS. Amerlcin Surety building.
Eroadwaj- - and Pine street. 306; American
Tract Socletv building. Nassau nnd Spruce
streets. 30;. and Commercial Cable building.
Broad street. Sot. His chief recommenda-
tion is an underground pipe sjstem. to be
utilized in conjunction with powerful fire-boa- ts.

It 13 sometimes unwise to ask for an
apoloffj-- . Two leading teetotal Hght3 ot
Klrkaldj-- . Scotland, were returning not long
ago from a highly successrul temperance
meeting and managed to get upset. The
local editor observed In his report that lj-

both gentlemen were sober at the
time." Thej did not appreciate this trib-
ute, and a strong letter was written to
the editor. The next Issue contained this
abject apologj--; "Messrs. and de-

mand an apologj- - tor our having stated that
at the time of their accident thej- - were
both sober. We have pleasure In withdraw-
ing our observation."

A verj- - curious relic of old Paris Is about
to be removed the house In the Rue de
Venlse. built in 1402 by the celebrated al-
chemist, palmist and philanthropist, Nich-
olas Flamel. It Is one of the few-- speci-
mens of fifteenth century domestic archi-
tecture still to be seen in the French cap-
ital, saj-- s the London Chronicle. Until the
revolution Its upper floors were let to poor
old men and women, who. In accordance
with Flamel's will, had onlj-- to pray for the
repose of his soul, and to saj-- an Ave
everj- - daj-- at the hour he died to secure
lodgings rent free.

Tho directors of the Fifth Avenue bank. In
New York, following their usual custom,
have declared a regular quarterly dividend
at tho rate of 1) per cent per annum. Two
other metropolitan banks, however, pay
larger dividends than the rifth Avenue.
These are the Chemical, which pajs on a
b isls IT) per cent and the First
National, quarterlj-- , at the 1"3 per cent per
annum rate. The stock of the Fifth Ave-
nue sells at K.yo a share: the First Na-
tional, at t2jAf a share, and the Chemical
at $I.ii. and sometimes more, a share.

The candj- - butchers at the cheap variety
theaters In New York are a curious lot.
seldom seen bj uptown theatergoers. Orlg-inall- j-

trafficking in prize packages, they
hivti found it necessary to Increase their
inducements, and' the 3 cent package now
includes as a prize a package of cough
drop", a copy or a sporting paper, one of
the Illustrated supplements of a Saturday
evening paper, a song book and a stick of
chewing gum. The papers are, of course,
back numbers; but even at that, it is a
liberal 3 cents' worth.

There Is a phjslclara In New York who
has his patients take their prescriptions to
a druggist who, bj speciil agreement, bind-
himself to renew no prescription. The un-
fortunate patients as see,, aa their bottle
of medicine runs drj. must paj-- another
visit to the doctor and get a new prescrip-
tion unless thev- - are cured bj-- the first bot-
tle. The phjsltlan does not even give com-
mutation rates to his patients, but smiles
and makes out bills.

fiome months ago Lieutenant Julien
Vaud of the French navj- - better known
as Pierri Lotl. was put on tho retired list,
and he has been trv lng to be put back: on
the activ e list ev cr since The old sea dogg
of the navj. however s ij that he ought
to staj retired and write novels, as he can
do that sort of work vrj- - much better
than he can perform the duties ot a naval
otlic er.

The Marquis of Anglescj--. who died not
long ago. at one time ordered sent from

to one of his country homes a
large quantltj- - of hand grenades for use in
case of lire The servants hung them all
over the house, but had a dozen left over.
"What shall I do with them, my lord?"
asked the butler. The titled blackguard
pondered for n moment and then said.
"You maj- - put them In mj- - coffin."

General John W. Foster, who served as
Li Hung Chang's adviser during the Japane-

se-Chinese peace negotiations, nas re-
ceived a letter from the Oriental states-
man, in which he sajs that "all recent
changes In China are for the better."

Frances Hodgson Burnett has received
JTu.fXi) in rovallles from the dramatization,
of "Little Lord Fauntleroy."


